Rienzi Ouverture by Richard Wagner (New Philharmonia Orchestra, 
George Hurst, conductor; WNCN) 

The history of Art is nothing if not an index of conceptual forms 
which communicate and that is why the statement "All plots are 
dull" is absolutely true and almost universally misunderstood, 
The number of subjects for art is finite, The number of forms 
for that content is infinite. Every age creates new forms and 
most people are unaware of the fact that art is the only non- 
subjective means of communication of which mankind is capable 

and therefore the only kind of communication which is worthwhile. 
The frequency with which one hears statements such as: "You would 
have had to have been there" and by extension "in order to 
appreciate what I am now telling or relating or attempting to 
communicate to you" indicates that most people are incapable of 
creating form. One need not have been alive in Greece in the 
fifth century before Christ in order to appreciate (and the verb to 
appreciate of course is used here as a synomym of to consider or 


to see or to regard as an autonomous aesthetic phenomenon) what 
Sophocles expressed in his seven plays which have been preserved. 


And this is true because of form and Flaubert gave the prosaic 
reality of nineteenth-century Normandy a form and every time we 
re-read Madame Bovary or every time we re-read Electra we are 
liberated from the space-time continuum in which we are to a 
greater or lesser degree participants and we are in Normandy and 
we are in Ancient Greece and we are not in Normandy and we are 

not in Ancient Greece and the glass is exactly half-full and 
exactly half-empty and it is a matter of life and it is a matter 
of death, That is why Gaudier-Brzeska defended the Rouen Cathedral 
When we consider or see or regard the conceptual form of Uncle 
Vanya as a matter of life and a matter of death we consider or see 
or regard Uncle Vanya as an autonomous aesthetic phenomenon and it 
is only when the work of art is regarded or seen or considered as 
an autonomous aesthetic phenomer.on that Communication takes place. 


And the work of art incarnates an aesthetic form which ina 
figurative sense represents a triangle. Given the isosceles tri- 


angle ABC with A the apex the conceptual form of the work of art 





